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40th Anniversary of IVF at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Seoul National University Hospital

HAT AL Message from the President of Seoul National University Hospital

MEo| S, 31U 409S =5I6HH i Celebrating 40 Years of Life's Miracles and Hope

[tASH A Of2 AHER MHO| 2E= ZO|22 AE, MSTHStuH [VF AlE 40 It is with immense pride that | congratulate everyone on this momentous occasion: the 40th anni-
FHO|2HE SEH 2 HAL| B H|O|X|E TAA| E A2 TIMCE HSiefL|Ct 404 H, versary of In-Vitro Fertilization (IVF) at Seoul National University Hospital. Forty years ago, the cry
22| E2l0| HU(#HF)O2 NEHH FRS0AH| || Hig MARSHH A Al of the first IVF baby born at our hospital marked a triumphant first step in the annals of Korean
op|o] E2A2|1E ST O Ho| 42, el ostAtl| 7|SE fchet A ' medicine, offering a beacon of hope to couples suffering from infertility. This achievement was
ZA20|USLICE Ol= thed| SiLtel o= 7|aE g0, MF £50[2t= f2[ Hele | ] more than a medical technique; it was the embodiment of our hospital's core value of respecting
Sia] 71XZ oSt ZR19] 401 3| LS E2| X} H S0 AHO| 10| UELICE : life and a testament to our noble calling to bring hope to our people.

Xt 409 E2 H2 o|=XIo] HdIXl it ARXES| BAUG=E BTt _ i /Pl This 40-year journey was made possible by the tireless dedication of our medical staff and the
U7 |0l 7HSHELICE HEO, MBSt nEHS U0 87| U= LESS LHOE FA | “ relentless pursuit of knowledge by our researchers. Furthermore, today’s glory stands on the foun-
2tRet 7IRE S| 2ot ME|TH AV (0| 252 FEO| ASLICH . dation of the unwavering trust of patients and families who courageously took steps forward,

O| Xj2|E L] B E &7 22 EZ2t ZAlC| 0F2S MetL|C MSCHeuEA2 K| _ N B believing in Seoul National University Hospital.

Motol| HREEX| g4, CHPHI= CHE HRlOZ A LI 2| silZS 2ot AlS|H M2 S W qr | | take this opportunity to express my deepest respect and gratitude to everyone involved. Seoul

CHstH Of2f ltel M2 XHS FoiZ AQULICH MY ofstut HAl T|&S HIECoZ2 ' ¥ National University Hospital will not rest on its laurels. As the nation's leading hospital, we will

HE 7150 A%t 282 =3 = JEK|, Mole 71 T2Xiet SHIKEM 22 TE - . = continuetofulfill our social responsibilities in overcoming infertility and pioneering new frontiers in

22 X7 |ZELICH . - —+..— Medicine. Grounded in precision medicine and innovative technology, we will remain your most
CHA oK IVF 4032 Ho10IH, 2E 7HY0l A2t H=0| 7t55P|E 7| -eL|Ct & I T __ reliable companion until every family can share a healthy, joyful smile.

Once again, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of IVF and wish all families abundant health and

MECHstnHIE ZFEl ! happiness.

Young Tae Kim, M.D., Ph.D.
President, Seoul National University Hospital
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7 1At Commemorative Address

o0k O] = = 12 O|o A .
Mol 3|2 9li= 40, 22| LHYUS ¢l 2% Forty Years of Hope, A Promise for Tomorrow
RIS HASK| S At 2Lt Distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends,
CHOMRI= A4 A|&d2H OF7 || EFM 40F S FSI=EIL|CE Itis with great honor and heartfelt appreciation that | extend my warmest congratulations on the 40th anniversary
Q= X2|E Bl 3 Mol EMHE Ho{, 2319| 3|atu} ufsto| XIE T EHH| BHS0{H of the birth of Korea's first test-tube baby.
olcst oM S Sop= £ Q)2 7|chEt|Ct. This occasion allows us to look back not only on a singular moment in medical history, but on a journey of
1985, &M -ZAE uHE HIES Q5T oiblnt EM2 Hlof2t= MY hope—one made possible through scientific excellence, courageous families, and the unwavering dedication of
20]| 8IS HEQT Ol @Skt A0k J1Z0|H| M2 MBO| THsAHS MSsi= healthcare professionals who refused to accept the limits of their time.
XAM0| ZQUSLICE HQaFol A MIZe tiX| ot 7|&9| FIETto| OfL|zt, 22| In 1985, Professors Yoon-Seok Chang and Shin-Yong Moon, together with their devoted medical team, achieved
N Korea's first successful in vitro fertilization. Their pioneering work offered light to couples living in the shadow of
A7} A0 012 OfiH7| RIASHRIS HOfFE A0 | St S , P g P
N s infertility and laid the foundation for a future where the dream of parenthood could be within reach for all.
O dal= Yilnt Ebts HISIX| IJAE 2RIt 715, HO|X| gb= XM 5=
This achievement represents more than just a technological milestone. It is a reflection of how our society has
AMES et Q2 Tlat ARl &, J2|1 o|SofA| ofzgl= d=IE EUiE =2 . S : :
chosen to honor and protect the dignity of life. It is a collective legacy—shared by patients who never gave up,
SE7HeH O|RHH SS2| SHAILICE

medical professionals who devoted their lives to this mission, and a public that placed its trust in science,
compassion, and progress.
Today, we face anew challenge. Korea’s declining birth rate is no longer a personal matter—it is a pressing national

HHEX|E = YAl =4tof| ciot X[ S st S50l ciet =7t Mls 2eist= S issue that calls for collective awareness and action. Childbirth and parenting must be supported as shared
NE=d M| SHES 2leh 2|3 ChotSLIL responsibilities, and the government is committed to doing its part.

AL Al SHAS Toh= L2 19| 7|2Mel MIQJLICH MH EHYO| The Ministry of Health and Welfare will continue expanding support for pregnancy and childbirth, enhancing
w7 FRE| 0107t Xf2tt1 71=0| Hekl= M 2P-ol| 270 MU= SERPHE =S national responsibility for child-rearing, and ensuring that all families can thrive in a society where new life is
LESASLICH welcomed and nurtured.

MNESCHEwELI0| XLt 40EH7F HOFAl MEXO| 20 2012 Shst SA| ZAL Ensuring a healthy and supportive environment for pregnancy and childbirth is not a privilege: itis a fundamental
Ca|H, RS o|2FInt HRF G EMHE TlAl 0f2] 221} ZIAIe| QIALE E2lLC} obligation of the state. From the moment life begins, through the growth of a child and the formation of a family,

QIOZ T IEO| MHS Z=ZS|T [ LIS LIS Ho{7k= ofF0| £|7 |2 7|t|C we pledge to walk alongside our citizens with responsibility and care.

ZEABILICH | offer my deepest gratitude to Seoul National University Hospital for its visionary leadership over the past four
decades, andto all of the doctors, nurses, researchers, and staff whose tireless work has made this journey possi-
ble. Your dedication is a profound service to the nation—and to humanity.

As we celebrate this remarkable milestone, may we recommit ourselves to protecting life, supporting families,
and ensuring that the next forty years are marked by even greater compassion, inclusion, and scientific advance-
ment.

Thank you.

Jeong Eun-Kyeong, M.D., Ph.D.
Minister of Health and Welfare Republic of Korea
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A Encouraging Remarks

gidlo= M71 404, 3|Ho = HojZ 02| Four Decades Forged in Dedication, A Future Unveiled by Hope

Mgt S [VF 405H0(2k= 20| U= O™ ol MAH| &l S 0 7[8uA| As we stand at the historic milestone of the 40th anniversary of IVF at Seoul National University
A215HH, of Xf2|of &Hstl BE &2t =5f2| 0SS LhsL : Hospital, we reflect upon a monumental achievement for all of Korean medicine. These forty years
4099] M2 R MFOo| Bl 7|X9| AIZIO|Xt RSl =8 gXo= represent a grand narrative in which despair was transformed into hope, and the impossible into
HEE 2| o=zle] Hup wdlo] JIEQLICL Xz TR diEg MUX|= o the possible.
AMCEN, HStE JI2|X| b 2ot Al==0]| OHEISHH 2hAt o 2 o 22| &2 ok The chronicle of these four decades is one of miracles, but it is equally a story of sublime sacrifice.
22| ZZIe| L 1E JHE TPio|ofl M XIHAEUSLICE OS] FA-T AfHZ I EH2 As a fellow physician, | can attest to the relentless passion of the medical staff who have stood at
MECHet S H X520 £FE MAXCE Z0i12T S SZ0|ASLICH the vanguard of research and care, embracing the cause of their patients as their own.

3] Xt 407t 22| HUES AR CISH| 2 AARIS =610, Xt 419 SNUH, in particular, has consistently set and defined the national standard of care. It successfully
oIS Tz T=EES MESIH R X290 #FES MToliZtsL|th A=k XA anchored Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI) in Korea to overcome the immense barrier of
9| 7|E2 MESHH EUSHI U4 AARS LS NTol6H0], SIXS0HA| 7Ha A2l male infertility. It gifted patients precious time and opportunity through groundbreaking advance-
5 U Edo| o7 MH|IAE HIY AS AKEEL|CH ments in embryo cryopreservation. By establishing and refining these core technologies, SNUH

0] 2E FEE, O2fR It S0lME 3Yg 9lX| efn 9EZIg TOoIFA 229} enabled infertility treatment across Korea to ascend to world-class levels. This is an asset not just
7IEE2SM SELICL 62129 87] /l= 007 |7F JAU7 |0l 2]2] 401H0| CS HE for one hospital, but for our entire medical community.

£ AASLIC But the truest honor belongs not to the institution, but to the patients and their families who held
S22 407 S CHA| oh =316, = 29| 4241t 71| Hots 7| gLt onto hope in the face of adversity. Their courage is the lifeblood that gives this 40-year history its

meaning and its splendor.
Cictelste| Ro|F wEAl In honoring this shining beacon of Korean medicine, we salute the unceasing dedication of Seoul

National University Hospital. We wish enduring health and peace to all.

Joong Shin Park, M.D., Ph.D.
Vice President of Korean Academy of Medical Sciences
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SIHAL Tribute

MEHo| o3 X|H=2 4012 o{H A 40-Year Journey to Honor the Promise of Life

QRF, X3 MEQU0fAI= LSI0| EESI L 7K HE HRJLICH SRR 7IF0 EH 210 Marking four decades of in-vitro fertilization is, for our Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
SH R2M ZoI2 IVF 40132 (- 71 F8HA| =[0f 427t ASELICt a moment of profound significance. For this is a history built from the tears, laughter, and earnest
MR OAZM XM= ot WHO| ElElE HO|ER =7t T 717710[0i|A] prayers of countless families—a history we have had the privilege to write with our own hands.
=5tz EXUS FELICH 23T 21H 9|2 2|0[6HA| 2o[H 22 Fo| git fE A2|E This great march of progress began in 1985, when our revered mentors, Professor Yoon Seok
XHX

Chang and Professor Shin Yong Moon, opened a new chapter for reproductive medicine in Korea,
rekindling the flame of hope. Their profound love for humanity and their pioneering resolve remain

Xk 40H2 KlofA| 32 A oS MEWSLICH 7S J|CH] 20 i our lodestar, the eternal guide for all who follow.
ZAE 012t =8 SEAE BREHO| 2E, £37| HHE ST Hal= ZAK Upon the foundation they built, we have driven continuous progress, both technological and
=a2|, J2|10 A5 Xzt ofo|e] &2 F BAS WOoFME I ZE &710| ethical, across every process that helps life begin. Our work has evolved beyond success rates to a
XelojAl= L& = Sl= FAP} EIUSLICY. mission of finding tailored, optimal solutions for each patient’s unique journey. At the pinnacle of
O A%t JALE & THE0IFA B E 229t 7IZE S| TlelS Crol ZAte] QIAE this endeavor are the latest advancements such as Preimplantation Genetic Testing (PGT), which
CEILICH o222 ZFEg 87171 M3lE #i0] LIOPHA| St S=20IAELICH aim to break the cycle of hereditary suffering. This represents our sincere promise to care for a life
EEoh HOIX| gz 0iM S53] £|MS CiliE @2| A1 wAo| BE waH, H39) from its very beginning to its healthy future, and it is proof of our tireless efforts towards the
AL HRAUSIAH T 22 ZAE ML ultimate realization of respect for life.
X3| MECStnE Y AR0lnk= o=k HRIO R BlS0fsh= BE 29| 71 712 To us, as obstetricians and gynecologists, is given a sacred charge: to be stewards of life's miracu-
FOIM SIS LIFD, MER EFO| B2 e 7|9L7 e E50t SUAP = JELICH lous inception. The moment a single cell becomes a heartbeat, and that heartbeat becomes a cry
that announces its presence to the world—that is the solemn reward that transforms the weight of
MECHStuEd MEQIE 15H our responsibility into the purest joy.

These forty years are measured in the tears of parents finally holding their long-awaited child, and

in the laughter of families who returned, years later, with those children grown healthy and strong.
You are the co-authors of this history. We pledge to honor the legacy of our pioneers and to be the
most devoted partners for all who walk forward in faith, believing in the promise of life.

Seung-Yup Ku, M.D., Ph.D.
Chairman of Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, SNUH
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History of IVF: Global and Korea
40 Years of IVF in Korea: A Journey

The Beginning of Infertility Treatment in Korea and 40 Years of History
1985, the Giant First Step in Challenging the Impossible
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Medical professionals trained by SNUH fill the field of
infertility clinics in Korea
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Seoul National University Hospital, a Center for Precision medicine focused on elderly and complex

Advanced Medicine, Becomes a Hub for disease patients, providing tailored solutions
Precision Medicine and Multidisciplinary Care
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Realizing precision medicine for families with
rare genetic diseases
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SNUH Fertility Preservation Clinic
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The Future of Infertility Treatment at SNUH
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The history of IVF at SNUH is both a story of scientific progress and a
practice of humanity a narrative of hope written together by patients,
—— families, and dedicated medical staffs.
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